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RockED Music 
Background Information
John Duff

John Duff has always been a composer and performer. These talents have been used in various vocations—initially John was a Primary Teacher, until upon completion of a Grad Dip Music he became a Music Specialist. His abilities were much in demand, so it was only a matter of time before he was appointed the Department of Education Music Consultant for the Barwon South-West Region. In his capacity as a consultant, John assisted schools with every facet of their music program. However it was his expertise in composing, producing and directing school musicals which was in highest demand.

Alison Dodds

Alison Dodds completed a degree in Music and Literature at Melbourne University while continuing extra studies in Contemporary Dance and Movement. During her time as Performing Arts Coordinator at a large Geelong secondary college, Alison worked with John Duff to create a suitable contemporary music repertoire for VCE electric guitar and voice. Following their successful collaboration on this and several Rock Musicals, the concept of RockED Music emerged. 
Following this launch John and Alison resigned from the Department of Education to create resources and conduct Music Education Professional Development Seminars across Australia.

About The Company

RockED Music formed in 1989 in response to appeals from teachers for a truly contemporary music program, one which capitalises on the appeal of modern music. Teachers were aware that popular music styles provided a great starting point for music education, but they found suitable resources impossible to find. As a talented composer of popular music, John Duff began writing catchy songs for recorder and publishing school musicals with backing CDs. The RockED program developed from this point and is now a fully rounded music education program, including songbooks, the secondary music text MiMusicBook (go to www.mimusicbook.com ), the original Rock Recorder program and over 25 school musicals. 
Introduction to the Company

A Musical In A Day
During RockED Professional Development Sessions, teachers expressed enthusiasm for the school musical experience but a reluctance to produce a musical without professional assistance. 
A Musical In A Day was created by John Duff and Alison Dodds in 2000, to give all schools the opportunity to produce a musical in a single day—even those without any musical, dance or dramatic expertise on staff. In response to the popularity of this program, A Musical In A Day was invited to be a part of Arts Victoria’s ‘Arts 2 Go’ program. As a headline act in this program for three years (2002 – 2004), A Musical In A Day travelled across Victoria, providing the opportunity for schools in remote areas to create a musical with the composer. 

Now as one of the few school incursions offered all year, every school now has the chance to experience the team work, camaraderie (and sheer good fun!) inherent in the production of a musical. 
As the popularity of AMIAD has increased, even traditional specialist music schools are now using AMIAD workshops to prepare their students for large scale productions. AMIAD is now in its eighth year and has been enjoyed by over 500 schools.

RockED now offers over 25 musicals for AMIAD and longer productions. Each one has a different theme. Some musicals work well with the whole school; others are designed specifically for the Junior, Middle or Upper School. Some musicals are linked to curriculum topics; such as DreamNation and The Time Machine (‘sustainability’); others are just plain good fun, such as Robin of Sherwood and Quest.
Support Materials
Pre-Show

A comprehensive ADPACK is sent to each school prior to the show day.

This includes:

Teachers Scripted Musical plus individual Student Scripts

Song CDs plus Lyric Sheets
Poster with Color-in Template

Parental Letter

Show Flyer

Teachers Notes

Preparation for the show simply involves song familiarization (no musical knowledge required) and allocation of main parts.

Students Color-in Template Flyer (included in ADPACK)

Creation of Show Costumes and Backdrops (simple suggestions included in ADPACK)

Post Show/Extension Activities

• Performing the musical at a later date (all materials retained by the school)

• Socio/historical activities associated with the topic. 



For example:



Robin of Sherwood - Medieval England (songs, heraldry, costumes etc)



Media Games - Comparison of Various Media (Newspaper, radio, TV)



DreamNation- Australian History
• Artistic Activities — creation of backdrops, props, costumes, programs, flyers, posters etc

• Study of the Musical genre — analysis of different forms of the musical genre 
eg. Opera, musical comedy.

• Study of other rock musicals

• Analysis of professional roles in production - Director, Choreographer, Publicity Manager, Stage Manager etc.

RockED Music

www.rockedmusic.com
E. rocked@satlink.com.au
T. 0408 522 398
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